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position In the vicinity of Constantinople
than she Is about righting Armenian
wrongs. The only settlement of the Tur-
kish question she desires Is the partition of
Turkey, and when that comes she wants a
large and choice slice of the breast. The
other powers have their several prefer-
ences also, and It Is this that makes the
question so difficult to deal with. The in-

terests Involved are vast and complicated,
and even if the powers agree on a iolicy of
coercion Turkey may cause Europe great
trouble. Nobody knows more of the Inside
history of the stupendous fraud called "the
balance of power" than the Sultan does.
He Is the keeper of a great many dangerous
secrets, and If ho wishes to precipitate a
general European war he. Is In a position to
do it.

from the city, but now a very thickly net-
tled portion of It. and embracing a large
tract In the vicinity of Ninth avenue ani
Twenty-thir- d street.

In the intervals between the time devote!
to more serloua studies his principal amuse-
ment was writing short poems for the
amusement of his children, and among
them was "The. Visit of St. Nicholas."
which was written for them as a Christmas
gift about 1S40. The Idea, he states, was
df rived from an ancient legend, which was
related to him by an old Dutchman who
lived nar his father's home, and told hlra
thf: story when a boy.

In those days every young I.idy was sup-
posed to have an "album." and a relative
who wa--H visiting the family quickly tr:-inferre- d

the verses io hers. They were Mrst
published, much to the surprise of the nu-tho- r.

in a newspaper printed in Troy. They
attracted immediate attention, and wrr
copied and reoopled in newspajwrs and
Periodicals all over the country. An illus-
trated edition. In book form, was published
alout lv'iO. and since then school readers
have made them familiar to generation
after generation of children. They have)
been translated Into foreign languages, and
a learned editor informed us of his delight
and surprise when traveling in Germany
to hear them recited by a little girl In htr
own native tongue.

a slighting remark passed by the dead
man upon the father of young De Les-sep- s.

Complaint is made that there is a deter-
ioration in Sarah Bernhardt's art as the
result of too many foreign-tours- . The
London Daily News says that she has be-

come very unequal in her work, and that
"when you are fortunate you hear her as
in her great day: when you are not she
will gabble through her task as though in
a hurry to be off to supier or to bed. It
is the penalty she has to pay for starring
all through the states and ad over Eu-
rope, with the sole exception among tho
great states of Prussia. At the Francais
she played but two or three nights a
week, and she was expected to devote the
rest of her time to study and repose. In
her strolling career she played only less
often than the leading lady at a booth iu
a fair."

For little children everywhere
A joyous season still we make.
We bring our precious gifts to them,
Even for the dear child Jesus' sake '

Phoebe Cary.

At Christmas-tid- e the open hand
Scatters Its bounty o'er sea and land.
And none are left to grieve alone.
For love is heaven and claims its own. .,

Margaret Sangster.1
Blow, bugles of battle, the marches of

peace;
East. west, north and south let the long

quarrel cease;
Sing1 the song of great joy that the angels

liegnn.
Sing of glory to God and of good will to

man.
Whittier.

voted they would not again appear as sup-
plicants. The?e excellent and learned gen-

tlemen seem to have some of the peculiar-
ities of Oliver Twist, r.

Congressman Gibson, of Tennessee, Is
the first opponent of the civil-servi- ce law
to quote Scripture against It. In the course
of his speech, delivered a few days ago. he
asked, "Who will keep up the organization
of our great parties if there are to be no
rewards for those who do the work? In
the language of St. Paul, 'Who gocth to
warfare at any time "at his own charges?
who planteth the vineyard, and eateth not
of the fruit thereof? or.Who feedeth a flock
and eateth not of the. milk of the flock?' "
Mr. Gibson did not assert that St. Paul was
the author cf the maxim "To the victors
belong the spoils," but he implied it.

. A Chicago paper says that it was a mys-
tery', during the late campaign, that tho
second Vice President and really the man-
ager of the National Bank of Illinois
should bo a loud exponent of free and un- -'

limited coinage of silver. Since the failure
of tho bank it is no longer a mystery. Tho
sons-rn-la- w of the president, and the reo
ond vice president, as great investors, wew
debtors to. the bank to' the extent of sev-er- al

rpilons. If the second vice president
could bave paid his obligations to the bank
in GO or TV-be- nt dollars ire would have saved
a largfr.pffjfit and at the same time largely
enhanced the value of the stocks which he
had deposited as collaterals. 1

Thosy-,9yia7hi- os that have a lobby, in
Washington to defeat the Loud postal bill,
which puts an end to the abuses of fraudu-
lent second-clas- s matter w.'ilch costs the
people $10,000,000 a year,' should practice the
patriotism that their writers extol and
withdraw their opposition. As a rule these
publishers denounce those who ask for a
protective rtariff as mercenaries what epi-

thet shali; be .applied to . them, now that
they aro. Insisting upon a, policy which
takes at least $10,000,000 a year out of the
revenues of the- - postal service?

Dr. Zertucha. who was accused' of be-

traying Mace'o into the hands of the Span-

ish, makes a statement which, in spite of
its seeming frankness and sincerity, has a
suspicious air. The details of his story fit
together well . enough, but it sounds like
an ex-par- te statement that might go to
pieces under cross-examinatio- n. The doc-

tor protests too much1; and ifhe were as
true a Cuban patriot as he professes to be
he would not have , abandoned the cause
because his favorite leader was' killed.

When Mr. Nelson Morris. the million
aire packer of Chicago, felt the hot breath
of a Texas steer at his backhand had to
tumble over a fh'ce In great haste to es-
cape the animal's Jiorris, he may have re-

called the adage'' that" even' a worm will
turn when trod upsn.' The Texas steer has
been used as a Vponym for all that is
worthless in bovihMlfe, but since he has
shown that he Icnows ' his ' rights, and
knowing dare maintain.

' hewill be more
respected. Mr. Morris' bias bV en the means
of having unnumlWed thousands of Texas
steers killed, cut yn and distributed broad-
cast, but lie has operated' from a safe dis-
tance. So far as' knowrTho never at-
tempted a persona'1 interview with one of
the animals on ground of his own choosing
until Wednesday, when, passing through a
cattle pen with a friend.' he prodded one
of them with his1 cane? Perhaps even
then. If he had notadded insult to Injury,
he might have escapVd. but the prod was
too much. There comes' a point In tho
history of a TexaM8teer vrhen forbearance
ceases to be a virtue; and when a single
prod will lead It to throw all social consid-
eration to the winds' "and seek swift re-
venge for a long s'riexf'of wrongs. It Is
not entirely safe (oVvhnyjerson to prod
a Texas steer withi.ii-cane,- j but for a per-
son with such a record as Mr. Nelson Mor-
ris to do so Is to 'tlrapt fate. In this case,
it was exceedingly fortunate for him that
the fence which pVored" his salvation was
neither too far away' n'or 'l high. If the
campaign had lasted a liUlu longer his ca-

reer as a packer wouklihirve''cen brought
to a. Kiidden e?d and ''long line of
slaughtered Text;: steers. .would have been

Cuba. It Is not Cuba which these dema-
gogues would assist, but they would keep
up a sectional strife by assuming that the
money lenders are hostile to the recogni
tion of Cuba. Senators whose States have
deprived half their voting population of the
right of suffrage, and senators In whose
States the ascendency of their party Is
maintained by fraudulent elections 'will be
frantic In their demands for freedom of
Cubit.

It is very probable that a large majority
of the conservative and thoughtful people
of the country are opposed to such recog-
nition as the Senate committee proposes
because It cannot help the Cubans and will
create a condition of uncertainty and agU
tation which will interfere with the re--r

vlval of business and industry In this coun-
try. They insist that it Is vastly more im-

portant that the American people shall en
joy those conditions of peace and quiet
which will set all its industries in motion
and give employment to more people In

this country than Cuba contains, than that
Congress or the President recognize an In
dependence which does not exist and which
can be of no essential advantage to the
Insurgents.

There is reason to believe that a large
majority of those who voted for Mr. Bryan
will not favor any proposition which will
Interfere with the prosperity of the coun-
try and cannot give freedom to the Cu-

bans. They will not be blind followers of
the political calamityltes.

A SEW (iOVERNMEST IX CEXT11AL
AMERICA.

It Is a little remarkable that, pending
discussion of the question whether the rec-
ognition of new governments is an execu
tive or a legislative function, the President
should be called on to recognize the new
"Greater Republic of Central America." It
Is true the act did not involve the recogni
tion of the independence of a new state,
but It was the recognition of a new combi-
nation of states and a new government.
which involved the same principle. The
President did this without consulting Con-
gress and as a matter of course, as other
Presidents have done in many Instances.
Foreign ministers representing new gov
ernments, new dynasties or new administra
tions are always accredited to the Presi
dent, and his reception of them or refusal
to receive them determines the status of the
government they represent.

The present case is of special Interest,
since it probably marks a new stage In the
progress of the Central American States
toward more stable government. The
Greater Republic of Central America Is
well named, since It is really a federal
union of several states in one government,
somewhat after the model of our federal
government. Heretofore Central America
has consisted of five independent republics
viz., Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras,
Nicaragua and San Salvador. Their com-

bined area Is 175,000 square miles, or nearly
live times that of Indiana. The movement
for tho formation of a federal union of the
several republics had its origin in the Idea,
obviously correct, that they would thus
acquire, as against the outside world, a de-

gree of strength which they could net have
separately and would be in a better po- -,

sltlon to promote their common interests.
The movement began early in 1SC and was
accelerated by the aggressive action of
Great Britain In occupying for a time the
Nicaraguan fort of Corlnto. In June. lSfu.

a treaty looking ultimately toward com-

plete federation was signed at Amapala,
Honduras, by the Presidents of Salvador,
Honduras and Nicaragua. For some reason
or other Guatemala and Costa Rica were
not represented at tho conference. The
treaty provided that the three states sign-

ing It should be consolidated In a political
union under the name of the "Greater Re-

public of Central America." It provided
for the establishment of a congress or diet,
composed of an equal number of represen-
tatives from each of the three republics,
to sit yearly at the capitals of the different
states In succession. This diet is to control
the foreign relations of the consolidated
government, though it cannot declare war.
If any foreign question arises that cannot
be settled peacefully or by arbitration the
several governments must bo notified, and
they may declare war or settle the dispute
as they please. Domestic differences be-

tween the republics shall be settled by arbi-
tration, preferably of tho United States.
The separate autonomy of the states in do
mestic affairs was to continue as before
the adoption of the treaty. Three years
were allowed for Its final adoption. If within
that time Guatemala and Costa Rica should
accept the basis of union Its name was to
be changed to "the Republic of Central
America;" otherwise it should bo "the
Greater Republic of Central America."
Guatemala and Costa Rica have not yet
joined the federation, though they may do
so later. One result of the new federation
will be that Instead of Salvador, Honduras
and Nicaragua each sending a representa-
tive to Washington, the minister of the
Greater Republic will represent them joint-
ly and the three, ministers of the United
States to the separate republics will be con-

solidated into one, thus cutting off two
foreign appointments now made by the
President. If the federation lasts it ought
to be a good thing for the states and con-

tribute to tho promotion pf nil their in-

terests.

It would be a public calamity to have the
civil-servi- ce law rexealed, yet something
should be done to rectify the injustice oc-

casioned in such offices as the Indiana pen-

sion agency. When the present agent took
possession he got rid of all of the old and
experienced clerks except two, a number
of whom were veterans entirdy competent
for the service. In their place the agent
appointed a lot of men because they were
Democrats rather than competent clerks.
Upon a competitive examination not half
of them could have got the positions they
now hold under an arbitrary extension of
the civil-servi- ce rules. At the same time,
veterans who have been In the office years
and are perfectly competent cannot appear
for examination because their age excludes
them. And yet there is a law which de-

clares that the preference in such places
should ie given to veterans, other things
being equal.

The officers of the State University come
forward with a request for an approprlat!:n
of $230,000 for new buildings and plants; and
yet these officers gave the last Legislature
and the general public to understand If the
direct tax for .which they asked "should be
voted, they would not again appear as sup-

plicants for further aid, and that their leg-

islative lobby would be a matter of history.
It Is probable that these gentlemen will say
they gave no such pledge, and doubtless
they did not In writing attested by a notary
public, but their representatives in the lob-

by talked It and urged newspapers not to
oppose it on the ground that if the tax were

OKDXAME OFFICIALS CLOSE OB-

SERVERS OF IT IX CUBA.

I'rnrtirnl Test of the Xew Gun, One
Discharge of Which Will Scatter

and Itottt a Regiment.

New York Herald.
The war in Cuba may be primitive in Its

general methods and barbarous in the
matter of butchery, but it Is certainly mod-
ern in the rapid development of dynamite
and other explosives as weapons of offense
and defense. To the dynamite gun used by
the Cubans in Pinar del Rio more than
to anything else may be attributed the.
noteworthy successes of Maceo against the
Spanish troops. Invisible bullets, though
deadly in their effects, are comparatively
easy to stand against. It requires super-
human nerve, however, to face a healthy
dynamite projectile, and it is no wonder
that the Spanish troops have been invar-
iably defeated when called upon to make
a stand against such weapons.

Tho Cubans have but one gun of this
kind. Think of a battery of a dozen such
guns. Such an armament would play
havoc with an army formed of the best
troops in the world. Army officers are
watching the war In Cuba with great In-

terest, as the employment of dynamite by
the Cubans has satisfied the miltary mind
of the value of this explosive for offensive
purposes.

The military Information division of the
War Department has collected all avail-
able information bearing on this subject
and has placed it on file for future refer-
ence. Members of the board of ordnance
and fortifications, which has been experi-
menting for some years past in an effort
to secure a high explosive capable of with-
standing the shock of discharge from a
high power gun. have found new interest
in reading tlit-- reports of the use of this
explosive by Maceo and his followers and
the favorable reports which have been se-
cured. The ordnance bureaus of both the
War and Navy Departments are also
watching the reports which have been
published concerning the results obtained
by the Cubans. As a consequence military
men are more anxious than ever to secure
some system by which dvnamite can be
thrown to a satisfactory distance without
danger to the men handling the guns.

So far no satisfactory system has been
found. The board of ordnance and forti-
fications has conducted a number of ex-
periments with inventions which have been
submitted, and is offering to try any others
that may be presented. The naval bureau
of ordnance has also paid considerable at-
tention to this subject. The only motivepower yet found to work with safety for
the operators of the system is compressed
air. but this method has drawbacks, the
principal oiw of which, and the one which
destroys effectiveness. Is the inability to
throw the shell containing the explosive
the distance required. Naval ordnance
officers claim that they have secured ex-
cellent results in throwing high explosives
in the guns now in service.

MILES FAVORS DYNAMITE.
Major General Nelson A. Miles, com-

manding the army, and president of the
board of ordnance and fortifications, is
a strong advocate of the use of dynamite
in modern warfare, and he- - is doing all in
his power to secure some system by which
this explosive can be safely and satisfac-
torily employed. He has paid considerable
attention to the matter during his long
military career, and has attended the tests
of systems which showed evidence of pro-
ducing good results. It will be remem-
bered that ho was one of the officers who
witnessed the trial of the Dudley dyna-
mite gun, which occurred last spring. A
defective shell burst the breech of the
gun after several successful shots had
been tired, and the fragments were hurled
in every direction. Fortunately General
Miles and his colabcrers were not struck,
and the array was thus saved one of
the most progressive commanding officers
H'ever had.

International comity, of course, prevents
General Miles from discussing the employ-
ment of dynamite by Maceo, and its ef-
fect upon Spanish property. Last week,
however, he gave me an Interesting de-
scription of the effects of dynamite on
huge masses or rock and the efforts on
foot to secure some method by which the
explosive could be satisfactorily utilized
for military service. He said:

"Nitroglycerin has been one of the great-
est factors In civil works In modern tlmo.
It has enabled railroad engineers to sink
wells, and then, by the use of this explos-
ive placed under great ledges of rock crush
the granite. It crusnes everything within
reach. Powder by no means gives the sat-
isfactory results obtained from nitroglyc-
erin It simply blows huge masses of rock
out of its bed and then loses its force
through the fissures which may have
opened up. Dynamite was employed with
wonderfully satisfactory results in the con-
struction of the Northern Pacific Railroad.
1 remember that on one occasion twelve
tons of dynamite was exploded in opening
up one pass. This was. exploded by an
electric current. The result was that a
roadway was opened through a mountain
of rock and every part of the granite was
crushed in fragments of such size that
they were easily picked up and hauled
away on railroad cars. At one explosion
the amount of rock crushed In this manner
was equal to paving a street fifty-fo- ur feet
wide, one foot deep and ten miles long.

THROWING HIGH EXPLOSIVES.
"So much for the utility of dynamite for

railroad engineering purposes. For offens-
ive warfare there is no question of its
value. The Intelligent engineers of the
world have been giving close attention to
the subject of throwing this high explosive
long distances. While they ha veN succeeded
in demonstrating the practicability of
using dynamite, they have not yet perfect-
ed a system of putting the explosive into
projectiles and discharging it with safety.
There are several inventions now under
consideration, both In this country and
abroad, and the outlook for shortly finding
some method by which nitroglycerin and
its compounds can be employed is very
good.

"The guns now at Sandy Hook have
proven that dynamite can be thrown with
safety by means of compressed air. By
the use of this system the projectile is
discharged without shock. The problem
military men are trying to solve how to
overcome the effects of this shock when
high-pow- er guns are employed for throw-
ing the explosive. The board of ordnance
and fortifications has this matter under
consideration, and during the last year
conducted a number of experiments, some
of which were partially successful. None
of the systems tried, however, has seemed
to commend itself over any of the others.
The board is encouraging all inventors in
this line to submit th'dr inventions for
trial. It is only a question of time when
the practicability of throwing high ex-
plosives long distances will be shown.
Such a system is, of course, necessary,
it Is Intended 10 use the explosive for de-
fending the harbors and coast cities of the
country. The harbors will be protected by
torpedoes, and beyond the line thus formed
the explosive must be dropped. Were it
to fall inside the line there would Tie
danger of It exploding all the torpedoes In
the vicinity of the point of explosion." 'rI .1 i n f .. 1 LMnn.Ua nV.n 0 u
Army Ordnance Bureau, is also convinced
that dynamite will play a considerable part
in the warfare of the future. The cxierl-men- ts

with hiah explosives under his su-
pervision are constantly in progress at the
Sandy Hook proving grounds. .

General Flakier subdivides the difficulty
cf handling this substance under two
heads. He says it is first necessary to ob-
tain an explosive of the higher order thatcan be fired safely that Is, without dnnger
of explo-iio- n from the shock in the breech
cf the gun ond second, that will not ex-
plode from the shock of impact. tut will
explode at such time after impact s de-
sired by the gunner. General Flagler
added:

"We now use high explosives, or dyna-
mite by three systems compressed air
guna. submarine mines and torpedoes.
These form a part of our system of coast
defense. The compressed alrguns aro
built to discharge large charges of hUh
explosives, and tests have demonstrated
their ability to do this vork. What we
desire, however, is to obtain some system
by which the expletive can be lired long
distances. The compressed-ai- r method
fails to give this result. I believe that a
system will be found in the near future
which will satisfactorily answer all re-
quirements."

The Night Before Chrlstmaai.
Harper':? Round Table.

The author of the famous poem that re-
counts in such graphic language "The
Visit of St. Nicholas" wa born in the city
of New York July 13. 1771. His boyhood
was passed at the country, seat of his
father, called Chelsea, then far remote
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Merry Christmas to all! and to all a
good morning!

It la too early to hang stockings for the
McKinley presents, but to-da- y thousands
can he hopeful In expectancy.

If Senator Morgan, of Alabama, could be
presented with a recipe for short and infre-
quent speeches, a large part of the Amer-
ican people would rejoice.

If Santa Claus can put Into the stocking
Cf Senator George Graham Vest a charm
which would transform him Into a broad-gauge- d

American the country would bp
happy.

It would have been a line thing If Con-
gress had made the country a Christmas
gift of a law to Increase the revenues, but
as that was not possible the next best thing
it could do was to adjourn.

.

Robert Llndblom. a Chicago grain mer-
chant, favors the Japanese method of deal-
ing with bank wreckers Immediate be-

heading. Mr. Llndblom was caught in the
Illinois National suspension.

If the obstructive element In the. Senate
should return Imbued with a purpose to do
some legislation In the Interests of'tho Re-

public, this would be the most satisfactory
holid ay reason to the whole country in re-

cent years.

Every prominent Republican paper ill the
country condemns the attempt to repeal
the civil-- : orvlcc law, but several criticise
the sweeping application of the rules to
branches of the same which have just
been tilled ith Democrats. n

It Is to. the. credit of the Governor-elec- t
of Illinois that he makes haste to deny the
report that he Is pushing the candidacy of
Alderman Madden for the United States
Senate, and to Intimate that the making of
bena tors is a legislative function.

Congress should withdraw the Christmas
present of $10,0O0,0tf) a year which has been
bestowed upon publishers of magazines,
dime and fifty-ce- nt novels and cheap adver-
tising pamphlets by a decision of the postal
authorities by parsing the Loud bill.

It was hardly necessary for Mr. Dinglcy
to deny the foolish, statement of
"Washington correspondent that he was op-

posed to making reciprocity a feature of
the new tralff bill. Mr. Dingley is a Re-

publican and in favor of promoting Ameri-
can interests.

The truth is the President learned a great
deal through his Venezuelan experience.
His warlike declaration a year ago IHlcd
the country with talk of war to the detri-
ment of busienss. Now he opposes Cuban
recognition because it will disturb the
peace and check tno returning confidence
of the country.

It was always to the credit of Tammany
Hall that it never permitted one of its
ftatesmen of tho aidermanic class to as-

pire for a high national office. The Chi-

cago gang which Is pushing the malodor-
ous Alderman Madden for the United
States Senate should heed the modesty and
discretion of Tammany and keep such men
in their class.

Mr. McEnery, the new Louisiana Sena-
tor, is reported to have declared himself a
protectionist, and that he will not only not
Interpose obstruction to the passage of a
tariff bill by the Republicans, but will sup-
port it if it will afford the needed revenue
and help the country generally. Such
avowals as this will weaken the conspiracy
of the Duboises. the Stewarts, the Pettl-gre- ws

and thc'Tellers to defeat a tariff bill
which has not a free-silv- er attachment.

The Woolson Spice Company, of Toledo,
O.. did rot wish to sell its property and
business to the Sugar Trust when it was
wanted to fight the Arbuckles. The "Wool-so- n

people would not listen to a proposi-
tion to sell until a threat of competition
was made. Under the threat the company
sold at the price offered. If a penalty for
highway robbery Is to be continued there
should be one for such stand-and-dellv- er

crimes as that perpetrated by the Sugar
Trust.

Representatives of the sugar Interest who
have been before the ways and means com-
mittee state that the consumption of sugar
in the United States has increased from
903,-- 2! tons in 131 to 2.000,000 tons in 1S24

The average annual Increase is about 6 per
cent., and at this rate within fifteen years
the total consumption will reach 4.000,000

ton;. These facts emphasize tho im-

portance of building up the sugar Industry
until the United States shall produce all
it consumes.

Foreign dispatches Indicate that the Eu-
ropean rowers have at last agreed upon a
definite policy towards Turkey which Is-- to
be vigorously enforced. The policy is to be
one of coercion with the ohject of bringing
about the often promised and long de-

layed reforms In Armenia. The fact that
the proposition for Joint Interference comes
from Rus3ia U calculated to raise a doubt
cf It sincerity, for Russian diplomacy ccn-- t

chiefly of duplicity, and she is much
ctr.ccmtd atout strengthening her

A CHRISTMAS STORY.

"Now, when Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem of Judea, In the days of Herod the
King, behold, there came wise men from
tho East to Jerusalem, saying: 'Where
Is He that Is born King of the Jews? For
we have seen His star in the East, and
are come to worship Him. And there
were in tho Fame country shepherds
abiding In the field, keeping watch over
their flocks by night: and lo, the angel of
the Lord came upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone round about them; and
they were sore afraid. The angel said unto
them, 'Fear not; for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people, for unto you1 is born this
day. In the city of David, a Savior, which
Is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a
sign unto you: Ye shall find the bab.;
wrapped in twaddling clothes, lying In a
manger.' .:id suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God fr.nrl saying, 'Glory to God In
the highest, arid on earth peace, good will
toward men.

"And it came to pass, as the angels were
gone away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, Iet us now
go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing
which has come to pass, which the Lord
hath made known unto us. And they
came with haste, and found Mary and Jo-

seph, and the babe lying in a manger; and
when they had seen it they made known
abroad the saying 'which was told them
concerning this child. When Herod,
the King, had heard these things ho was
troubled, and he called the wise men and
sent them to Bethlehem, and the star went
before them and stood over where the
young child was. And when they were
come into the house they saw the young
child with Mary, His mother, and fell
down and worshiped Him; and when they
had opened their treasures they presented
unto Him gifts, gold and frankincense tad
myrrh, and they departed unto their own
country another way."

T1IK CHICAGO OAXK AVIlKC'lvERS.

There is no longer any secret In regard
to the causes which led to the destruction
of the National Bank of Illinois. The aged
president was the dupe of a set of sons-in-la- w

who are plungers. He loaned to them
to help them, and then he loaned to save
them and tho bank. The second vice pres-

ident was in tho bank, not to assist in
doing a legitimato bank business, but to
be in a position where he could use Its
funds for speculative purposes. He has
been a brilliant and reckless operator, mak-
ing much money in stock manipulation anil
losing much of the bank's. This second
vice president soon learned that the pres-

ident had Illegally used the funds of tho
bank to help out his sons-in-la- w In their
schemes. This knowledge was worth good
money to h'm. for the reason that the
president could not refuse tho much larger
loans which the second vice president de-

sired to make, upon the Calumet Electric
Railway stock. The president, who had
loaned to his sons-in-la- w $.70,000 of the
bank's mon?y, could net refuse the second
vice president twice as much on his ven-

ture when he demanded it. When the
president's family loans were doubled, the
wide-awa- ke second vice president proceed-
ed to increase his loans to himself on the
Calumet stock half a million. It may not
have amounted to a conspiracy to rob the
bank, but ono robber, discovering the crime
of the other, used It as a jimmy to fur-

ther open the bank's vaults for himself.
It has been the same as If two burglars,
each Intent on professional business, had
surprised each other by meeting in a pro-

fessional capacity In front of the same
safe and there agreed to silence and di-

vision.
As for the directors, they were simply

duped madp dummies. When, once a
week, a list of the loans asked of the bank
were presented them, they glanced over the
list, not even verifying the totals. They
did not even ask tho president and other
officers if the security offered was ample,
as such an act would have been regarded
as an aspersion upon the honor of
the president and the second vice
president. At least, one of the directors
asserts that that was the reason why they
did not investigate the standing of those
asking the bank for credit. Above all
things, they desired to bo courteous. It is
always so Important. Yet It seems incred-
ible that after the controller had notified
the bank officers and directors, a year be-

fore, of the large and unlawful loans which
had been made, that some of the directors
had not learned of the partial wrecking
of the bank. They were not directors, but
dupes.

TIIK GItOtM) OF OPPOSITION.

The contention which has arisen between
Secretary Olney and the Senate committee
on foreign relations as to the authority of
Congress to acknowledge the independence
of Cuba Is of minor Importance In compar-

ison with the question of the propriety of
recognition at the present time, or at any
time before the Insurgents have estab-
lished a civil government upon the Island
and have demonstrated their ability to
maintain the independence they are con-

tending for. Just now a persistent class of
demagogues which an inscrutable Provi-
dence permits to exist to disgust sensible
people with the race to which they be-

long is declaring that "Wall street will
beat the Cameron resolution In the Senate."
When these persons desire to Inflame the
prejudices of the people they Imagine that
all that is necessary is to shout Wall
street. The New York commercial organi-
zations of Wall sireet seem to have made
no protest against the Cameron resolu-
tion. The Stock Exchange has not pro-

tested. Boards of trade and commercial
clubs in several cities have passed resolu-
tions deprecating the action of the Senate
committee. They have done so because
they see that anything in the line proposed
which the Senate may do cannot help the
Cuban Insurgents and may bring about
complications which will Interfere with the
Improvement of the general business of the
country. Probably when the matter comes
up in the Senate one of the reasons which
will be urged in favor of the passage of

A SPANISH I2XKCITIOX.

An American Traveler Telia of One
lie Saw In Cuba.

Baltimore News.
Mr. William Todd, an engineer of the

Maryland Construction Company, tells tlm
following story of a Spanish execution in
Cuba which he saw:

"In company with three classmates 1 was
spendinc my Christmas vacation in Cuba
and we were stopping at the Hotel L'En-gleterr- e.

opKsite the Grand Piaza.
"We heard of an execution which was to

take place at sunrise in old Morro Castle,
and accepted with alacrity an imitation to
oe present from Dr. McDonald, at present
the head of the lunacy commission of New
York State, who was with us at the time.
He was on a tour of inspection through tho
prisons of the South, and was traveling
under the auspices of the United States
government.

"The sentenced man. as we learned, had
been a sergeant in. the Spanish army and
was a Cuban by birth. He was so unfortu-
nate as to be in love with one of Havana's
beauties. We saw her at the execution Jet
black eyes and hair, almost perfect feat-
ures In all. a typical Spanish beauty.

"The colonel of the same regiment met
her one day. fell desperately in love and
determined to disn'ace his rival b fair
means or foul. It was not a difficult task
as far as she was concerned, with the in-

ducements of his more luxurious salary.
Through his Influence the sergeant was re-
duced to the ranks on a trumped-u- p charge
and was ordered to Spain to serve In some
garrison on the eastern coast. Spain is Si-

beria to the Cuban. The unfortunate man
called shortly before the time appointed for
his departure on his senorita. It must have
leen a chilly meeting, in which her change
of affections became apparent. At any rate,
he suspected the cause and the plot, and
awaited the colonel that night, a little
way off the plaza, on h's way home and
tried to cut his throat. The wound was not
fatal, but. of course, this was Insubordina-
tion of the worst kind, and he was court-martial- ed

next day and sentenced to be
shot the next week. Saturday, at sunrise.

"At that time the coals of the present r-- .

grumbling at the injustice of it all. Friend i
made every effort to gain a reprieve, and
cablegrams were sent to the Spanish Court,
but to no avail. It was rank insubordlna- -
tlon. and an example had to be made.

"The morning of the execution dawned
bright and clear, an Ideal West Indian day.
About forty siectatorR stood waiting on the
bastion of the old castle overlooking the
square In the fortress where all the execu-
tions, both military and political, have
taken place since the building of this guar-
dian of the Spanish galleons in the fifteenth
century. On three rides of the square be-

low were drawn up Oio men, with the com-
mandant and staff In the center. On the
left the sentenced man's company stood
disarmed in disgrace, un tne rignt sioou a
drum corps, who were ready to drown any
cries or lamentations because of tnelr bad
effect on the troops.

"Just as the sun appeared over the west-
ern hills the chapel bell tolled. It was tho
signal for the formation of the priests' pro-
cession. A man over whom the sentence of
death has been passed must spend his last
night with his father confessors. The i;ame
priests are with him to the er:. The pro-
cession was a picture from the middle ages.
The old earth was the background: six
priests in long black tones, with cruetixes.
In front; the doomed man in uniform be-

hind, his coat unbuttoned, and a firm, set
expression on his face. and. behind, the
four men who were to do the shootlng the
Uct Wc In the reirimrnt.

"In the English and American armies the
men so chosen are given the benefit of a
doubt, for the guns are all loaded for them
secretly, and one gun has a blank cart-
ridge. Each man has the right to hope
that he had nothmg to do with the killing.
Not so In the Spanish army. The men are
chosen some ten minutes before the exe-
cution, when no excuse of rickness can bo
made or any other taken: all guns aro
loaded with ball cartridges and no excu
taken for missing, as the sentenced man
stands only twenty feet from the muzzle
of the guns.

"The magnificent courage of the man was
noticeable. It became almjst fascinating
toward the end. It was not bravado, but
genuine nerve.' We were told that the
priests had leen unable during tne n!Kht to
persuade him to confess any lau!t in tl'C
affair. He felt that justice v. as on bis
Hide, and so his manner -- how?d. He
not exhibit the slightest ir?mor
one moment, as he first came under the
ej'cs of the many men he Knew, when he
pulled his mustache nervously. He sc luted
the commandant, kissed the vHcsts good-
bye, and took his stand before the file, not
blindfolded, which privilege Is only grinded
to men of well-know- n nerve and whom the
chief officer Is katlsfied will not make a

"Behind him. on the old stone wall, was
a long nitch. about the height of a mans
heart from the ground. In some places
three-quarte- rs of an inch dep. chipped out
bv bullets which had performed similar
grim duties. As safeguard, when only
four men do the shooting, two aim at the
head and two at the heart. So the doomed
man apparently remembered, for he sud-
denly raised his band for a moment s de- -
lay. removed his rap. wamea 'iaway and laid It tortly on the grass, re-

turned and firmly took his stand. In a mo-

ment the end came. All four men fired and
the victim fell. V"Up to this time such a center figure had
rid the scene of most of Its revolting fea-

tures; but now the Spanish rrmy regula-
tions came in and amply made up for any
horrible details that may have been lacking
before. He was pronounced dead by an
armv surgeon, which took from the eer-gea- rit

of the file his privilege of a final
shot. His clothes were torn open to show
his wounds, which were bleeding profusely:
the drum corps struck up a lively quickstep
and the entire number of COO men were
made to march by the body. some, over It.
and they all bad to look at it. It was the
grimmest of all grim lessons. W hen tho
drum corps had passed into the fortress
only the tramp, tramp of the ; troop as

broke the Fllence.
th"Few oMheVnanlard of the 1U tie group
on tho bastlan appeared affected by it The

stood, a quietly InterestedrSor. only a few feet away. On my
left v fellow was munching a sandwich,
for It was yet some time betore breakfast.

Fables Up to Ilote.
TOne1' Christmas eve. as Santa Claus was

he entered a room that
bore evidence of being occupied by a persorj

and refinement. Iof taste culture
have to delve deeply In my sack." quoth
he. "for I always give liberally to those
who already have. But who lives here. I
wonder? Is It man or maid.

Searching a closet, in one corner of tha

SwhiskerM SL cV. took fion. hi- - Mtk
three boxes of riiK n.ii.

?wb pairs silk suspender, a set : shirt
set. apokerdozen neckties, astud a leaving thema cane,

?ltedkonfla sofa" Santa Claus mounted hU

nSffA woman occu-ni- l)

ti A new woman. hen she
Vhw t he miscellaneous colleo-tTl- .f

intended for us.
and gl"i JUrt W That cry indicated

to sheroefriends-ar- ejoy. "How nice my
does not over-

look
S?Moral: The new woman

any bets.

Missouri' Clnxalllcntlon.
St Trills Glcbe-lVmocra- t.

carried the States,
thtilver States and the Populist States,

cArVd but one other State. Missouri,
ind i Mlourl was never in the Confed-
eracy, has no silver mines and
record, it will have to bo classified as Dam- -
phool at iargc. - -- - -

Money. t Men.""...
Louisville Courier-Journa- l.

The Cuban Junto has repeatedly pro-

claimed that not men. but money, is what
Is desired by the Insurgents from their
friends in the United States, yet it is not
gold, but names that ure enrolled at ev-
ery "patriotic" meeting.

Don't Get Eelted.
New York Tribune.

Everybody 1 going to have time for sev-
eral sber second thought before action
is taken on the Cuban resolutions. There
U no occasion for anyone to cct excited.

THE PARK SCHEME.

Give Taxpayer a Ilrentltlns Spell to
Recover from Onerous Burden.

To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal:
Our millionaire Beard of Park Commis-

sioners, with the able assistance of their
polished and versatile secretary, Colonel
Holloway, have presented to Mayor Tag-ga- rt

and the City Council for consideration
an elaborate plan for providing the city
with a system of parks to be constructed
on' a most gorgeous scaleparks, indeed,
that will rival these of any of the old and
wealthy cities of the country. The first
proposition is to have tho city issue $50O.-C- 00

in bonds and purchase with the pro-
ceeds of these bonds about 'one thousand
acres of land within the city limits; or,
more plainly speaking, condemn that
amount of private property and force the
owners to sell the same during the present
depression at about one-ha- lf the real value
of the property. The second proposition in
the board's mind is to assess, under the
theory of supposed benefits, all the prop-
erty in the neighborhood of the park lands
to create a fund to make the extensive
improvements contemplated after the park
lands are acquired. That Is to say, a part
of the property in proximity to the park
lands secured is to be confiscated to carry
out the scheme. The beauty of this idea,
tho board thinks, lies in the fact that as
only a limited number of taxpayers would
be robbed in the way of imaginary benefit
assessments and tho spoils thus acquired
would Inure to the public, therefore the
public would be In for it. Indeed, this is one
of the most attractive features of the
board's plan. The board tells us we are
not now In debt up to the constitutional
limitation, having just got out of that un-
fortunate predicament a few months since,
and should make haste to get back to it.
It says that unless we at once enter upon
the road to a grand park system the city-wi- ll

relapse into villagehood In a few years,
notwithstanding the city gained 81, H In
population in the last ten years and added
to its wealth over without the aid
of an elaborate park system. The board
also kindly shows us that all the cities
of about the same size as Indianapolis
that possess extensive park areas have city
debts running from three to twelve mil-
lions, while that of Indianapolis, thank.
God! Is only $1.377.r00. Of course. Indian-
apolis must bear the odium of being some-
what jakey in not having a first-class-siz- ed

debt. It surely looks Ivui for a city
not to possess the usual amount of indebt-
edness of cities of its class.

The question of the value of low taxa-
tion and small debt in the way of at-
tracting capital and population to our eitv
Is not discussed in the board's report, and.
In fact. It could have no place in such a
report: neither was the necessity or the
advisability of the purchase- - of the water
works plant by the city mentioned, for it.
too. would be foreign to tho subject in
hand.

According to a list recently prepared by
Assessor Saulrey of the taxpayers of the
city of Indianapolis and corporations only
1.22) Individuals and corporations all told
in th.- - city. hold property valued at
$iiin!0 or more, from which it can le read-
ily seen that we are by no means a
wealthy city, and can hardly afford that
is. most of us tho private and public lux-
uries that are the proper and natural as-
sociates of great wealth. Iistly. but not
least, are not the great body of property
owners of this city, after having been
heavily assessed for improved streets and
sewers during the. past live years, most of
which assessments are still unpaid, en-
titled to a breathing" spell before any fur-
ther public burdens are placed non them?
Or are they to be hounded to their graves
by the tax-eater- s? ANTI-BOULEVAR- D.

Indianapolis, Dec. 21.

DO.VT GO TO C'UIA.

Advice Given to Yomiff Men ly a 3Inn
AVIio Has Been There.

Baltimore Sun.
"Young men from the United States

should not go to Cuba to aid the revolu-
tionists." said Gen. Bradley T. Johnson in
a lecture last night at the Catholic Club,
in which he told some of his experiences
and observations during his stay on the
war-tor- n Island last summer.

"There is not the slightest sense in the
world in their going to Cuba," he.-- con-
tinued. "They are not needed or wanted
by the Cubans. All the insurgents want
are arms and medicines. The Cubans can
carry on a guerrilla warfare for months to
come. Their war Is one of devastation of
property, the Spanish war is of extermina-
tion of the Cubans. Our young men will
find no opportunity tq battle as they might
expect no chance to win military honors
and renown. When they enter the insur-
gents' ranks they will find themselves
herded with negroes, and their military
engagements will be the occasional ambus-
cade of detached bodies of Spanish soldiers
and the destruction of property throughout
the country. Don't go to Cuba, my young
friends. You are of more value than the
whole of the people on that island. There
is no fighting. I could take the Fifth Reg-
iment there and clean out Weylcr in short
order.

"I am a Cuban sympathizer, and I think
that Cuba should have her Independence,
but I do not think that the United States
ought to help her win It by arms except
within certain time limit. The best thing
for us to do is to pass the Cameron resolu-
tion, pending In Congress, recognizing Cu-
ban Independence, and let the Cuban pa-

triots go ahead and fight it out. They can
do It. They are not unlike the Virginia
mountaineers long-legge- d, lean, alert and
muscular but they are the worst looking,
most ragged soldiers I ever saw, not ex-
cepting the old Confederates.

"The island must be part of the United
States. It Is as necessary to us as the
mouth of the Mississippi river, which we
had to buy. It lies across the Gulf of Mex-
ico like a great big sword. It bars the gulf
and controls the commerce of the Ohio.
Missouri and Mississippi valleys, which
seeks an outlet by water.

"President Cleveland said In his message
that there is no revolutionary government
In Cuba to recognize. I differ with him.
There Is a government In Cuba which gov-
erns. .It Is not essential that the revolu-
tionists should have a president. They
have laws which govern and control the
people everywhere, save In Havana and a
few of the large cities. The American col-
onists had no president when France came
to their aid.

"While I was in Cuba I met a Japanese
officer, covered with decorations, who got
permission to make excursions into the
island. He returned on tho same steamer
with me to New York. He had made one
of the most perfect maps of Cuba I have
seen, accurately locating all the Spanish
stronghold." and the position of their arm-k- s.

I believe that this Information was
for use in the rebellion now going on in the
Philippine islands. I take the latter to be
simply a move of Japan to get control o?
the commerce of the Pacific ocean."

The Mrn Who Wnntn War.
What ho! loo?e the dogs of war.

And bid them rip nd tear!
Get out and howl with all your might.

And froth and saw the air!
Hurl blatlng epithets against

Our Rlorlous country's foes.
And close your n?ts and rhake them 'ncath

The haughty Spaniard's nose!

Turn out! Turn out. and Join the fray
And rlaunt our Rlorious Hag

And hang the Dcna in efflity
And burn their shameful ran!

lift loese the howling- - doga of war.
And screech with all your might.

And I'll stand back and watch you, for
I haven't time to fight.

--S. E. KUer. In Clevclaaa Leader.

avenged.

A t'li H si inn s C'nrol.
God rest ye, merry eentkunen; 4let nothing you

dismay, ftFor Jesus Christ cir Savior,, wag born on Chri?t- -
maa day.

The dawn rree red o'er TT"eth1ehem, the stars
shone through the grsry. '

When Jesus Christ 'our Sjavfor 'wasborn en Christ-
mas day. i ' ; if

God rest ye. llttfci chUdren; . let i nothing yoa
affiipht. i - f . r.

For Jesus Christ, your f Savior, Tyas born this
happy night; , --

Along the hills ot.Galileethe. white flocks sleep-
ing lay .

When Christ. the,."hi!d of Nazareth, was born on
ChriBtnia day. ' ':'''!- -

i

God rest ye, all ood Christians; upon this blessed
mom " i ' t , .

The I.iord of all gco3 Christians was. of a woman
born: v .r

Now all your sorrows Jj dcth..heal, your sins he
takes away: . ..

For Jesus Chrti t, our Savior, was born on Christ
mas day. ,,

--Dinah Ma rl M:lock.

A II O CT PE O P LIS AVD THINGS.

Queen Victoria is said to be worth more
than one hundred million dollars, which
she has made by saving and interest out
of her annual net le venue of $C0O,uoo.

The alleged; .birthplace of Faist. at
Roda, ncfirfWfdma'r.' has been demolished.
It was sold for old building material for
about $21. There was a project of .taking
It to Chicago at the time of the world's
fair, but tho scheme fell through.

Collis P. Huntlngtori some time ago
built a palatial residence on Fifth avenue
at a cost of $2,o00,0(O. But his family has
never moved into it on account of a su-
perstition of Mr. Huntington's that its oc-
cupancy would be spedily followed by his
death. ' t ;

Emma Eamea-Store- jr began cultivating
her voice in her fifteenth year, and her
dally faithful practice and study rfavc
placed hei where she Is. She is an ex-
ceptionally thorough student, and when
she is --.not working on new scores she is
perfecting those she has already learned.

Cap B. Blood, of Tennessee, who
acted 'Tor a year as drillmaster for the
raw Jhsurgent troops under Gomez, has
just returned to his home. He brings back
the ' startling Information that General
Weyler ts a native of Ohio and a son of
parents of German origin. His father is
at present a farmer in the Buckeye State.

The young Queen of Holland's English
governess. Miss Winter, has finished her
instruction of the young lady and returned
to her home in England. She did not al-
ways have smooth sailing with her Maj-
esty. Once, when Wilhelmlna would not
bow as often as she should to her admir-
ing subjects, Miss Winter tried to send
her to bed an hour earlier than usual.
But the little Queen positively refused to
obey, and stayed up until her customary
hour for retiring, which was 8:33.

As long ago as 1S24 the fountain pens
were In use, for in that year Thomas Jef-

ferson saw a contrivance of this sort, tried
it. and wrote to Gen. Bernard Peyton, of
Richmond, asking him to get him one of
them. The pen was of gold, and the Ink
tube of silver, and. according to Jeffer-
son's letter, the maker was a Richmond
watch repairer named Cowan. The first
American patent for a fountain pen waj
granted in li&) to one Douglass Hyde, but
the earliest English patent was issued
twenty-on- e years before.

Ferdinand de.Le&seps, one of the young-
er sons of the creator of the Suez canal,
and who Is serving as a subaltern officer
In the Thirteenth Chasseurs, has appar-
ently Inherited the passionate temper and
fiery disposition of hi celebrated father,
for he ha3 Juft fought a duel with a cer

of his. regiment at Beziers.
which resulted in his running his saber
through the lungs of ibis adversary, who
succumbed a fw . hour later. It is un-
derstood that the encounter originated in


